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ragged: then immediately they also of the Golden Hinde, grew
to be of the same opinion and desire to returne home.
The former reasons having also moved the Generall to have
compassion of his poore men, in whom he saw no want of good
will, but of meanes fit to performe the action they came for,
resolved upon retire: and calling the Captaine and Master of the
Hinde, he yeelded them many reasons, inforcing this unexpected
returne, withall protesting himselfe, greatly satisfied with that
hee had seene, and knew already.
Reiterating these words, Be content, we have seene enough
and take no care of expence past: I will set you foorth royally
the next Spring, if God send us safe home. Therefore I pray you
let us no longer strive here, where we fight against the elements.
Omitting circumstance, how unwillingly the Captaine &
Master of the Hinde condescended to this motion, his owne
company can testifie: yet comforted with the Generals promises
of a speedie returne at Spring, and induced by other apparent
reasons, proving an impossibilitie, to accomplish the action at
that time, it was concluded on all hands to retire.
August         So upon Saturday in the afternoone the 31 of August, we
3It          changed our course, and returned backe for England, at which
very instant, even in winding about, there passed along be-
tweene us and towards the land which we now forsooke a very
A monster lion to our seeming, in shape, hair and colour, not swimming
of the sea. after the maner of a beast by mooving of his feete, but rather
sliding upon the water with his whole body (excepting the legs)
in sight, neither yet diving under, and againe rising above the
water, as the maner is, of Whales, Dolphins, Tunise, Porposes,
and all other fish: but confidently shewing himselfe above water
without hiding: Norwithstanding, we presented our selves in
open view and gesture to amase him, as all creatures will be
commonly at a sudden gaze and sight of men. Thus he passed
along turning his head to and fro, yawning and gaping wide,
with ougly demonstration of long teeth, and glaring eies, and to
bidde us a farewell (comming right, against the Hinde) he sent
forth a horrible voyce, roaring or bellowing as doeth a lion,
which spectacle wee all behelde so farre as we were able to dis-
cerne the same, as men prone to wonder at every strange thing,